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OFFICE DE LA PROPRIETE CANADIAN INTELLECTUAL 


INTELLECTUELLE DU CANADA PROPERTY OFFICE 


| Making the connection 


Canadian competitiveness and productivity depend on staying ahead of the game 
with new developments in worldwide technology. Sometimes, that means looking outside 
for technological Knowhow and innovative ideas. Programs that support these initiatives 
include the Technology Inflow Program (TIP) and the Industrial Research Assistance 
Program [IRAP]. 
Through their networks of experts at home and abroad, TIP and IRAP help to put Canadian 
Companies in touch with foreign firms through strategic alliances, technology transfers, 
licensing agreements and joint ventures. Everyone wins — with access to new markets 
and investment opportunities on both sides. 


A healthy economic climate ... 


Canada offers stability and sustained 
economic growth. Consider the following: 


» the OECD and the IMF predict that 
Canada will have the strongest rate 
of growth among the G-7 nations for the 
second consecutive year in 1995 


» with annual inflation stabilized at about 
2 per cent, Canada has one of the lowest 
inflation rates of any country in the world 


» under the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), Canada has access 
to major North American markets 


» Canadian tax incentives support 
- investment, initiative and job creation 


A global player... 


Protecting intellectual property is vital 

in today's highly competitive global 
marketplace. Canada works internationally 
to harmonize intellectual property rights: 


as a member of the World Trade 
~ Organization (WTO), formerly GATT, 
Canada took part in negotiations leading 
to the TRIPS Agreement and removal of 
discriminatory practices in other countries 


» Canada is party to a number of 

~ international agreements designed 
to streamline and harmonize intellectual 
property practice 


A supportive IP system .. 


From the initial application to final approval, 


a smoothly running, efficient system is a 

must! Recent changes make Canada's filing 
system even more user-friendly — both for 
creators and users of intellectual property: 


» the 1993 Intellectual Property Law 
Improvement Act — which updated 
legislation relating to patents, trade-marks, 
copyrights, industrial designs and integrated 
circuit topographies — reduces the paper 
burden and simplifies filing procedures 


» new technologies, including database 

- management and search systems, 

and improved standards for client 

service — provide faster and more efficient 
turnaround for all application processing 


What makes Canada 
a god place to do business? 


Reward ingenuity and protect the rights to your inventions. 


As of 1995, Canada had granted more than 1.3 million patents. Quality, efficiency 
and cost-effectiveness are the hallmarks of our patent system: 


state-of-the-art electronic administration and information exchange capabilities 
~ ensure speedy, reliable service 


relatively low patent fees and significantly reduced fees 
~ for small entities 


» claims for convention priority do not require a certified copy 
of applications made abroad 


a single federal court for patent issues ensures prompt and competent resolution 
~ of disputes, and judgments that are effective throughout the country 


y since October 1989, Canadian patent law has featured a "first-to-file" system 
~ and deferred examination 


y» Canada is a member of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, which provides 
~ a standardized filing procedure for 78 countries 


Applications filed 27 883 


Patent Cooperation 


Treaty 11100 


National 16 783 
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Trade-marks 


Ensure exclusive rights to words, symbols and designs 
that distinguish your products or services, 


Canada provides reliable, timely and accessible trade-mark registration 
services. Here are just a few of the features you should look for when filing 
in Canada: 


» a simple, streamlined process — for example: 
~ e you won't need to file a certified copy of your convention priority application 
e a single application can include an unlimited number of products and services 


» just an intention to use a product or service is enough to get an application 
- into the system 


» "one-stop shopping" — a single federal registration provides trade-mark 
protection anywhere in Canada 


as of 1998, it is no longer necessary to register licensed users under the 
~ Canadian Trade-marks Act 


. since 1954, Canada has provided protection for services 
- as well as products 
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Trade-matks registered 


Assignments recorded. 23 582 


Copyrights 


Manage the use of your creative efforts — from books, films, musical scores 
and paintings to tapes, computer programs and databases. 


In the profitable and highly competitive world of computer software and entertainment 


technology, more and more companies are relying on copyright law to protect their 
interests. Registering a copyright in Canada makes good business sense: 


» registering a copyright provides added protection in the event 
~ of an infringement 


the registration process is fast and simple — it generally takes about four 
~ weeks from the time your initial application is made 


once your copyright is registered, there are no additional fees | 
~ tO maintain or renew it 


citizens of member countries of the Berne Copyright Convention and 
~ the Universal Copyright Convention are protected under Canadian copyright law 


» the Canadian legal system provides a full range of remedies for copyright 
~ infringement — from an injunction to payment for lost profits and damages, 
and, in some cases, criminal remedies 
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Copyrights registered 10070 


Industrial Designs 


Obtain sole rights to new and innovative shapes, patterns 
Of Ofnamentations applied to manufactured goods. 


Registering a design in Canada will protect your investment and may open the doors to 
important business opportunities. We make it easy for you: 


» the registration process only takes from six 
~ to twelve months 


» it's user-friendly — you won't even need to sign the forms, 
or submit a copy of convention priority applications made abroad 


design registrations are valid for ten years, with only a small maintenance 
% fee due at the end of the fifth year 


with a registered industrial design, you'll have the option of selling all 
5 or some of your rights, or licensing others to use your design 
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Integrated Circuit Topographies 


Protect original circuit designs used in microchips 
and semiconductor chips. 


Integrated circuit topographies are becoming a mainstay in products ranging from cars 
and industrial robots to cameras, spacecraft and computers. By registering in Canada, 
you can protect your rights and gain access to new markets: 


legislation enacted in May 1993 offers protection for electronic circuits 
used in microchips and semiconductor chips 


» Canada has reciprocal agreements with the United States, Switzerland, 
~ Japan, Australia and the member states of the European Union 


» registration of integrated circuit topographies is valid 
- for up to ten years 
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Plant Breeders Rights 


Protect new plant varieties. 


Canada's Plant Breeders’ Rights Act gives you exclusive rights to new varieties 
of some plant species. Protection is available to Canadian citizens and to citizens 
of countries that are members of the International Union for the Protection 

of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV). 


To find out more, 
contact the Plant Breeders' Rights Office at: 


Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
59 Camelot Drive 

Nepean, Ontario 

CANADA K1A O0Y9 


Telephone: (613) 952-8000 
Fax: (613) 992-5219 


Take the next step 


Find out more about how to protect intellectual property in Canada. 


Guides on patents, copyrights, trade-marks, industrial designs and 
integrated circuit topographies, as well as manuals, journals, agent lists 
and annual reports are available from the Canadian Intellectua 
Property Office. 


For information, contact: 


Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO) 
Industry Canada 

Place du Portage | 

50 Victoria Street 

2nd , Or 

Hull, ebec 

ahr K1A 0G9 


Telephone: (819) 997-1936 
Fax: (819) 953-7620 
Internet: cipo.contact@ic.gc.ca 
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